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5 have your letter of T!aruh 91, concerning prerequiuites for graduate 
sttiy In Bacteriology. Your 1etLer omitted many details that would hslp 
to evaluate your problem, For example, aollege are you attend&g-- 
p&haps you could secure local advlacr which would be much more hct,~ful 
to you. Alao, what eignifiamce should be attributed to yms a;p?iying to 
ma for thio information, rather than a formal onq&ry to the Chairman of 
our Bmterlology 3epartmW+ or +the Dean of the Graduate School? If you 
will protide those dataile, I wilX be in a much better position to give 
you the beat ~BWB~ to your ques"cions, or to refer you to someone who oan. 

There are some general points that can be, made in general term. The 
most important objective of your college life should ba a balanced education: 
the learning of' habits and teahniquss of olear thinking, writing and exprae- 
sion, ae well as the technology of your ohoeen field. General rerr;ufre~~enta 
for a degree in the EU.ologiaaZ DfviaLon of our graduate school gonsral3.y in- 
c!.ude chemistry through qualitative analysis and organic; a year of college 
phyclco; mathematics preferably through at least one amester of the calculus, 
arld the qaivalent of a usual aollsge major in soxc3 area of Biolo,~ $but SncludSng 
aa gf r ule? at leaot a year each in Do-taqr and Zoology, regardless af the epsci&.jt&- 
zatimli l %IS detailed organization of your graduate studies ther?aafvea wilk!. 
depend ao mu& on the meaoure of your previous tralnirq, ~~13 on your EWXI of 
specialization in Dacteriol,ogy, that 9 would not want to ,,;!xote any genoraTitics. 
Xf you have a ooncrets program, I will be pleased to sugge& ita FossibIs deff- 
cienciese 

You are quits right that a strong background in ahsmia’$ry is essential iin 
cost aspects of bactortology, ino‘ludb3g nJr Own wea of bacterial g6n6tfcos E0w 
much emphasis you should give to che~A.stry in your undergraduate i.r~gram must be 
weighed against other legktlxxte dsrcands on your ttie, Differant profauooro ~.ay 
be inclined to give different an~wero. !Iy own inalinat$on would be to rocs..~end 
t&t a student conoontrate on background subjocto (112ath~~:atics, physios, chemistry, 
generul biology-- not excluding genotiae-) and MD cultural foundationc for his 
undergraduate curriculum, and save his specialization for his graduate MDPIL 
Abovs alL, I suggest that these iloo bssn fcs too much em&aa4,s on nttsi?enta' ruoeti~ 
F oml prsrei-~uis fL3e, md not enough on their further sol?-education through 
extmaive reading beyond the needs of the classroom. 


